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SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER.

The Mar-
graviate of
Branden-
burg and
the house
cfHohen-
zollern.

Beyond politics. As after the establishment of foreign
ule in Italy, Italian art and letters had become frigid and
aifected, so with that extinction of any free or united state
ife in Germany which followed the Thirty Years' War,
he blossoms of literature which had put themselves forth
n the age of the Reformation were nipped and withered
away. In Lewis the Fourteenth's time, French influence
became dominant in Germany, no less in poetry and criti-
cism, than in matters of dress, furniture, and etiquette;
and the ambition of German men of letters was to put
off what they were hardly ashamed to call their native
barbarism, and imitate the sparkling elegance of their
Western neighbours and enemies. French was the fashion-
able language ; French ideas and modes of thought were
no less supreme than Greek ideas had been at Rome in
the last century of the Republic; French men of letters
and science were imported, as apostles of enlightenment,
by the best of the German princes, just as Germans have
in later times been drawn into Russia by the Czars.
Just when this reign of foreign taste was most undis-
puted, just when the political life and national sentiment
of Germany seemed bound in a frozen sleep, a change
began; and it began, like so many other great changes,
in an unpromising quarter and an unconscious way.
From the time of the Swabian emperors, the Margrave
of Brandenburg was one of the most considerable princes
of the Empire, and by the reign of Rudolf the First he
had become definitely recognised as an Elector with the
office of Archcharnberiain a. His dominions consisted of
the Mark proper, or Old Mark, to which were added the
* A sketch of the earlier history   volume of Mr. Carlyle's ' History
of Prussia and the house of Hohen-   of Friedrich the Second/
zollern may be found in the first